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Mr. Chairman, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, I esteem .

it an-honor to have been invited to perticipafe in this Seminar

. whose 1mportance is betcer apprec1ated by the presence here of you
all ~-- men and women dlstlngulshed in your areae of spe 1allzetion;
Museum Archltecture, Conservation and Curatorshlp of various
collectlons, their storage and securlty I had accepted the

'-generous invitation of ICOM-UNESCO and the AAM to pert1c1pate in
thlS conference Wlth a view to learning. I now flnd myself called
upon through no merits of my own, to report to you on "Storage of
Ethncgraphlc Collections in Developlng_Ccuntrles . Comlng as_I
‘do.frOm one euchrcountry, it does.not eeem iﬁapptopriatefthatIshoﬁld:

be invited to speak on such a subject.

Mr. Chairman, even Africa which is one vast geographic mass has.
enormous variations. What to say of developing_countries, scattered
'ae'they are on.the whole continent of Africa, Latin America and

vast areas of Asia. From what source then shall I, a humble new- -

comer, derive courage to relate'the_story of ethnographic collections

and their'storagE‘problems in these developing countries with no .




-9-
foundations ex’cept'.modest personal acquaintanceshi_p.tvi;th a _'fer.a.r.'.
Fortunately, there is a characterisﬁic.that is commoﬁ tQ élm§§t 
~all developiné‘coﬁntries as far as museum déﬁeloﬁmént-is qQHCerned‘ .
and for this‘feason one may make pronouncgmeﬁts-on;this mafter 
without too éreat a danger of misreprésentétibn...

Most developing countries were until recently'undéﬁ'coionial rule.
fIndeed the agitation for sovereign'indepeﬁdencé'in all Qaseé was
based on national consciousness and traditioﬁal ﬁalﬁes whose jf?
~evidence in the form of cultural patrlmony became therobject of
intense collection, if only to salvage what was left after the
cﬁlonial plundef. In circumstances like this the cOllections'

were invariably stored in buildings by'no-@éans_desigﬁéd to :
accommodate them; Noxr are we to forget‘that.devélopingfcountrieé

are largely grappllng with vicious c1rcles of varlous gradatlons

As soon as soverelgn independence 1is achleved the rallylng‘p01nt
shifts from intensive collection of cultural patrlmony to pre581ng
.demands for economic well-being, agrlcultural development, more
food,_sheltér aﬁd good health and eduéation.for thé;pé§p1eQ' The
fight for thé'p;eservation of collected.specimens theﬁ'becdmés not -
striétly a'natiénal fight but one for those who ére'élosélﬁ connegtéd
‘with them -- the curators, the-administrators of‘the_éolleétiops |
_ Who know that théy have reéched a point of no refﬁrn,_for they

know too well that Whether'appreciaﬁed or'notiﬁ'ié éniiheir éérelessf_
ness or caréfulﬁeés thét‘depends respeétivelethé'aéstrQGtion ¢f_ |

the heritage or its endurance.
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Since the modern concept of a museuﬁ as a public place for exhibition
of sPecimens, fer the appreciation and iﬁsﬁruatien of-ﬁisitors is
newlin.most'deveioping couﬁtries including'even.oﬁher staﬁee1ike
India, China ena Mexico, it is not_surprisingiﬁhat the collections
are,mOStly ethnegraphical.. It is aﬁ'interesting‘phenemenon,thet :
_'more_and.more, people associate.afchaeology not Wiﬁh its scientific
study of the life end culture of ancient peoéleS'(ineludieg of
-ceﬁrse sufface finds).but finds fromiexcevatiens..-ﬁince however;'
}archaeology 1f:&1rly new in relation to ethnography it 15 not |
surprising that in most cases the 1atter collectlons OLtnumber the
former. ~As has already Been indicated,-because most of these
;ethnegraphic collections are housed in ?remises ill-suited.te them,

" planning for their organlzatlons.and storace with a view to thelr
_conservatlon, easy retrleval study and dlsplay becomes difficult.

In fact hardly any dlstlnctlon can be made between reserve collect-'
_1ons on the one hand and study collectlons on the othe? for the
‘simple reason.that space is inadequate; The dilemma, I believe,

is one that confronts all museums both in the more technoiogically‘
‘advanced cnuntries and the less advanced onese The ﬁroblem reallj ie:e
__Coestant Collecelon versus leltea Space.: No museum cufator;is

_g01ng to stop collectlng or dlspose of part of his collectlons and
space is also determined to be llmlted, We need not be frlghtened .
'cﬁ thisadilemme, for it seems to me that every problem-earries withie |

itself ite challenge and solution. In Africa, Asia, Latin America
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.end other technoleeicallly'less advanced countties. plagued 1argeiy by
‘the problems of 1111teracy, populatlon exp105Lon end dlver81ty of
1anguages and variegated patterns of cultute,_no tool or medium
is more to be desited and encouraged than the museum.whicn:disPleysl
objects that communicate ideas and instructionueasily. |

£ course the awareness exists that where funds erenavailebie for
the construction of new premises for the'stotage_end dispiey‘of -
exhibits, the curator has to work closely with the erchitectete
ensure that a balance isstruck between storage_and.exhibitiongspaces;
The problem of space limitation does not seem te”erise only Wnere oid :
buildings are eoncetned. The strange story-is told efﬁtﬁe.lsreeli B
Museumn in Jerusalem Whleh was opened some eleven fears.ago and Whose.
offices occupy 2/3 of the bulldlng and the collectlons 1/3 In Ghana
the museums and monuments institution acqulred the premlses.of the .
House of Chlefs in the South Eastern reglon better known as the -
Volta Reglon for conversatlon into a museum.: Even.though_as_much'
noney has been spent in convert:l.ncr andlrenovatlng lt as ‘was sPent 1n
'purcha81ng it, nt does not seen that we have an_;@eel;@qseqm'yet.'
‘Mr. Lhalrman,'tne gteetest assetlof'the musenm istotfsneulﬁfbe‘its"ﬂ
: manponen or a consteliation‘of-talent55 whetherArcneeelogiSte;fiuat
:EthnolegiSts;”ConserVators 'Restorers or Administtators;”‘Due:to'
'{the pauc1ty of phllanthroplsts in most developlng countlres the1r )
_ governments (Whose prlorlty scales have already been mentloned)

are the main source of support. Where_thls_is_not ‘generously and .
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‘adequatély forthcéming a real proBlem:is créated:.?Or ;he'whoie.of_
Africa, there is only the.Jos Tfaining.Centré.infﬁigerié fof thé 
tréining of middle level‘museum persomnel. -There.is és'yet'noh
grédpate or postgraduate trainihg in Museblogy'aﬁjﬁhere in Aftica .
~although oﬁe may be started in Ghana in_the near future..'Apart
‘from India and Latin America, muéeology studehtStfrom.Africa héve

to proceed to Leicester in England the ROM in‘Toroﬁto.or.one'or.the'
- other of the American training centres. Meanwhiié-soﬁe:forﬁ of
atmospheric and environmental controls are being appliéd;‘beﬁﬁhéy_
'1ighting,.temperafure and relative humidity.'-BdtrthéSQHtecﬁniques o
and the eéulpmeﬁt devmsed for use are belng.constantly changed and
;mproved. The v1c1ous.c1rcles in which the technoloclcally less‘
advanéed'éountrles are céught.are many and 1£ they are_to freen 

: themseiﬁes frﬁm these:perﬁanently,.tﬁey ceftaiﬁly'nééd_thé‘sfmpaﬁhy;
. Suppdrt and assistance of théir_more endbwed édlleaguéS]espéCially
having regard to‘training facilities.l We cénﬁot stand aloéf,when 
‘we are engated in a common battle to save the heritage-of mankind.
Thié is where wé:need to sﬁrengthen ICOM and.all other wofld bodies
such as UNESCO 80 Lhat the outcome of reaearch.may be made known to

all'readlly. I wish here to make an appeal to our colleagues in’

the more technologically advanced countries to make conscious effort

| to assist especially with'thertraining of our museum'personnel,_ For

one thing, where you may be talking about detector equipment for -

purposes of security we are still relying on manpower -~ on security

TR
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‘officers who probably see no bright fueLre ﬁor themselves in the
‘museum and are therefore halfhearted. |

The renowoed Coﬁservateur of the Louvre. Gemsin EBazin, foreseés
“the great museums, plagued by the problems of sPace storage'and
‘security, metamorphoslng into organisms analogous to the central'
 library with vast reference collections of,authentic pieces consulted'
‘'or read about but not visited cesually;

'Tﬁe prospect of man having eventually to-rely'on mUSeums'(if they‘,"
-can Stili be called museums) stocked With'regfoductions:or siﬁﬁla—'
tions of real objects or worse still om moﬁies 'misrofiims and
photographs for 81mp1e lack of space and storage is glooﬁy enough
'ito make ths Conrerence both necessary and tlmely‘ One propoSLtlon
may be that the number of museums throuohout the world should be
" increased and spec1a11zat;on encouraged. .ThlS“pOSlt;On 1s-oonslstent;-
with,UNESCO's.eall on its member'states to retﬁro.ethﬁogrephic_ B
COllections.or works of_art in general to their.ﬁafurel.embience.:.
.The argument that these specimens ﬁill not fsre ﬁe}l Wheﬁreturned-
to their originai setting is mot sound'Beceuse the materisls_from-"
which they were fashioned could not themselees eodure_if-ﬁhey Were :'
not in harmony with‘their environment.. | | “
.eThat'toe first msseolocical collectione in.Greeoe should have beeo
"treasurles.of the temples p01nts.to the common or. unlversal orlglns
“of the museoﬁ as it is known today, fof in Ghana es 1ﬁ India today,:
Lethe formexr its shrines and the latter iﬁs temples.continue to be

‘the repositories of works of art. Are we to turn to the temples?
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Iniaﬁy case it were better to read bopks with photogfaphs.éf muséum..
specimens than to freéuenf centralized 1ibréry of ﬁﬁseumé-
We have ﬁo see ouréeives_aSpartneré in.search'of-a.cémmén goa&._
If we see oursélveslin this light coopération'and mutuai assistance .
| will be the outcome. -In unity is strengtﬁ."Thank you. N |

NB/Other.remarks.




